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Tent Lodge, Coniston, by Mrs James Marshall, a sister of my father's college friend, Stephen Spring Rice. They selected Tent Lodge, and set off for Patterdale and Ullswater, then to "the little villa on Coniston water." On their arrival my father writes to Mrs Russell:
DEAREST AUNT,
Have you yet received the bound copy of " In Memoriam" which I purposed for you ? If not, will you or Emma drop me a line to this place, and I will take care that you have it immediately ? We have been making a little tour about these lakes, and have spent the last few days with my friends the Speddings at Bassenthwaite Water. We only arrived here last night. Mr Marshall's park looked as lovely as the Garden of                          J|4
Eden, as we descended the hill to this place.    We have                           |f ^
a very beautiful view from our drawing-room windows, crag, mountain, woods and lake, which look especially fine as the sun is dropping behind the hills. I wish you could see it. The Marshalls themselves are not here but expected daily. We found the seat of a Marshall                      ;
on almost every lake we came to, for it seems there are several brothers who have all either bought or been left estates in this country; and they are all, report says,                      t
as wealthy as Croesus.    I send you this little note just                      :
to tell you where we are, and how much your bounty has enabled us to enjoy ourselves among the mountains. We have been on the whole fortunate in weather, tho' this climate has a bad name. I do not know whether you are at Cheltenham or Burwarton, but wherever you are, dearest aunt, God bless and preserve you from all ill. My wife desires her kindest love to you. Good-bye.
Ever yours affectionately, A. TENNYSON,